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Functions of liver:

Table 18.3 Major Categories of Liver

Function
Functional Category Actions
Detoxication of Blood Phagocytosis by Kupffer cells

Chemical alteration of biologically active
molecules (hormones and drugs)

Production of urea, uric acid, and other
molecules that are less toxic than parent

compounds
Excretion of molecules in bile
Carbohydrate Metabolism Conversion of blood glucose to glycogen
and fatc

Production of glucose from liver glycogen
and from other molecules (amino acids,
lactic acid) by gluconeogenesis

Secretion of glucose into the blood
Lipid Metabolism Synthesis of triglycerides and cholesterol
Excretion of cholesterol in bile
Production of ketone bodies from fatty acids
Protein Synthesis Production of albumin
Production of plasma transport proteins

Production of clotting factors (fibrinogen,
prothrombin, and others)

Secretion of Bile Synthesis of bile salts

Conjugation and excretion of bile pigment
(bilirubin)
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